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ATTENTION ALL PUBLIC EMPLOYEES: 
The restrictions imposed by the law of the State of Oregon on your 

political activities are that “No public employee shall solicit any 

money, influence, service or other thing of value or otherwise promote 

or oppose any political committee or promote or oppose the 

nomination or election of a candidate, the gathering of signatures on 

an initiative, referendum or recall petition, the adoption of a measure 

or the recall of a public office holder while on the job during working 

hours. However, this section does not restrict the right of a public 

employee to express personal political views.” 

It is therefore the policy of the state and of your public employer that 

you may engage in political activity except to the extent prohibited by 

state law when on the job during working hours. (ORS 260.432) 

Secretary of State, Elections Division, 255 Capitol St NE Ste 501, Salem OR 97310 
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NOTICE TO EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES
OREGON LAWS 2009, CHAPTER 658 (SENATE BILL 519)

Under Oregon law effective January 1, 2010, an employer may not discharge, discipline
or otherwise penalize or threaten to discharge, discipline or otherwise penalize or take
any adverse employment action against an employee:

 who declines to attend or participate in an employer-sponsored meeting or
communication if the primary purpose of the meeting or communication is to
communicate the opinion of the employer about religious or political matters;

 as a means of requiring an employee to attend such a meeting or communication;
or

 because the employee makes a good faith report, orally or in writing, of a violation
or a suspected violation of this law.

The law does not prohibit an employer from requiring attendance at meetings that are not
primarily about religious or political matters. The law also does not prohibit an employer
from offering meetings, forums or other communications about religious or political
matters for which attendance or participation is strictly voluntary.

An aggrieved employee may bring a civil action no later than 90 days after the date of the
alleged violation in the circuit court of the judicial district where the violation is alleged to
have occurred or where the principal office of the employer is located.
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