


NOTICE OF PROPOSED EXEMPTION FROM PUBLIC CONTRACTING COMPETITIVE BIDDING REQUIREMENT FOR THE CENTRAL OREGON COMMUNITY COLLEGE, REDMOND BUILDING 3 EXPANSION PROJECT
Central Oregon Community College (“COCC”) is considering a proposed exemption from the competitive bidding requirements for public improvement contracts pursuant to ORS 279C.335(2). ORS 279C.335(1) requires, with certain exceptions, that public improvement contracts be awarded in response to competitive bids. ORS 279C.335(2) permits the COCC Board of Directors (the “Board”), as COCC’s local contract review board, to exempt a public improvement contract, upon the approval of specified findings, from those competitive bidding requirements.
Building 3 at COCC’s Redmond Campus, located at 2030 SE College Loop, Redmond, Oregon 97756 (“Building 3”), houses COCC’s Manufacturing and Applied Technology Center (“MATC”) which needs the design and construction of certain improvements related to the expansion and modernization of MATC. COCC has secured 50% match funding through the state of Oregon’s Higher Education Coordinating Commission for the purpose of expanding Building 3 (the “Project”).
On October 8, 2025, at 5:45 PM, at the La Pine Senior High School Library, 51633 Coach Rd, La Pine, OR 97739, the Board will take action to approve and adopt or disapprove certain findings and grant or disallow an exemption from competitive bidding requirements to allow the use of the Construction Manager/General Contractor (“CM/GC”) alternative contracting method (the “CM/GC Method”) and the formal request for proposals process. Utilizing the CM/GC Method, COCC will select a CM/GC by soliciting competitive proposals as an alternative to the competitive (low) bid procurement method. COCC will evaluate submitted proposals based on the contractors’ qualifications, experience, and expertise (as opposed to selection based solely on the lowest bid) that are necessary to address the complex nature of the MATC expansion project. Among other benefits, the CM/GC Method allows for collaboration between COCC, CM/GC, and engineering and design professionals during the Project’s design phase to help optimize Project design and reduce costs and schedule risks. 
Draft findings in support of the CM/GC Method and the use of the formal request for proposals process may be viewed on COCC’s website at: Public Notices - Central Oregon Community College. The Draft Findings may also be requested in writing by sending a request to: Central Oregon Community College, Attn: Sharla Andresen, Director of Contracts and Risk Management, 2600 NW College Way, Bend, Oregon 97703. 
In response to a written request for a hearing, the Board will conduct a public hearing for the purpose of taking public comments on the Draft Findings for an exemption from the competitive bidding requirement. A written hearing request must be submitted to: Central Oregon Community College, Attn: Sharla Andresen, Director of Contracts and Risk Management, 2600 NW College Way, Bend, Oregon 97703, and must be received by 5:00 PM on October 1, 2025. If a written request for a public hearing is received by October 1, 2025, the date, time and place for the public hearing will be posted on COCC’s procurement page located at: Public Notices - Central Oregon Community College. If a public hearing is held, any interested party will have an opportunity to appear and comment. Written comments concerning the proposed competitive bidding exemption must be received by 5:00 PM on October 3, 2025, and may be (1) emailed to: sandresen@cocc.edu; subject: Comments on Draft Findings – CM/GC Exemption, or (2) mailed to: Central Oregon Community College, Attn: Sharla Andresen, Director of Contracts and Risk Management, 2600 NW College Way, Bend, Oregon 97703.
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